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Commissioner Corner 
 

May is here and brought a little spring rain with it. Mother’s  
Day is quickly approaching on May 12th, I hope everyone is able  
to spend the day with their special mothers and family.  
 

Employee Spotlight; 
There has been quite a bit of restructuring around the county recently, I would like to take 
some time to spotlight a few employees this month. 
 

MetraPark has undergone a restructuring with a few new positions added. Two of these 
new positions are Facilities Director & Production Director. Both of our current Event 
Coordinators at MetraPark have been selected to fill these new positions. Congratulations 
to Craig Peterson our new Production Director & Kole Kuntz our new Facilities Director.  
With Robert Lester being selected as the new Undersheriff, Lieutenant Brandon Smart has 
been selected as the new Detention Facility Commander. Congratulation Commander 
Smart on your new role.   
 

This month I would also like to recognize three  
employees from the Detention Center who all just 
celebrated 20 years of service, one employee from 
Road & Bridge, and two from the Sheriff’s Office 
that just celebrated 30 years of service with  
Yellowstone County. Thank you, Yvonne Mueller, 
Shawn Munter, Brooke Miller, Chuck Pietz, Kevin 
Cunningham & George Fritz for all of your hard 
work and dedication over the years.    
 

The County Burial will be held on Thursday June 6th at 10:00am at Riverside Cemetery.  
This is an important service we offer in Yellowstone County, and we are committed to 
honoring and respecting the final disposition of residents who pass away without any  
family or financial resources. 
 

Budget hearings are scheduled for June 24th-27th. Budget 
requests needed to be submitted to our Finance Department 
by May 16th. 
 

MetraPark has another busy month of events happening. 
Camping World RV Show  May 9th-12th 
Mothers of Multiples Garage Sale May 10th-11th 
Fusion Fight League   May 11th  

Special Olympics Montana  May 15th 
Billings Outlaws   May 18th 
Sesame Street Live!   May 21st 
Graduation    May 26th 
 

I hope everyone has a great Memorial Day on 
the 27th. Thank you for all you do for the  
citizens of Yellowstone County. 
 

Sincerely, 
John Ostlund, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners 
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New Employees 
 

 

 

 

Isabelle Potter 

Jessica Zyph 

Chris Holmes 

Detention Facility 
 

Marcus Gipson 

Mekenzie  

Frederickson 

County Attorney 
 

Justin Blackman 

Sheriff Office 
 

Jonathon Statler 

District Court 
 

Alicia Lipke 

Road & Bridge 
 

************************* 

Recognition of Service 
 

 
 
 

 

30 Years of Service 
 

Kevin Cunningham 
Sheriff Office 

5/171994 
 

George Fritz 
Sheriff Office 

5/171994 
 

20 Years of Service 
Brooke Miller 

Detention Facility 
5/5/2004 

 

*************************** 

  

SUNSHINE NEWS 

Come join the Sunshine Committee 

and help spread joy and sunshine 

for county employees.  
 

We are 

looking to 

add  

employees 

to our 

team! 
 

Send an email to Bernie Wahl or hit 

up any of our Sunshine Committee 

to find out more.  

  

 

May Recipe 

 

The Yellowstone County  
Courthouse will be closed on 

May 27, 2024 
in observance of Memorial Day. 



Work Comp Claim FREE -  Congratulations! 
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Congratulations to the following departments for April: 
Clerk & Recorder/Auditor, Commissioners, County Attorney, District Court,  
Disaster & Emergency Services, Elections, Extension, Facilities, Finance,  
Human Resources, Information Technology/GIS, Junk Vehicle, Justice Court, 
MetraPark, Motor Vehicle, Public Works, Weed, and Youth Services. 
 

In April there were 4 claims filed:  1-YCDF, 1-Sheriff Office, 1–Treasurer and 
1–Road & Bridge 

Since 1984, the first full 

week of May has been  

recognized as National  

Correctional Officer’s 

Week.  
 

This is an important  

opportunity to give thanks 

and acknowledge the  

courage and heroism it 

takes to work as a  

Correctional/Detention  

Officer. 
 

Thank you for all you do 

for Yellowstone  

County! 

National Correctional Officer's Week is May 5 - 11, 2024  

May the flowers remind us  

why the rain was necessary.
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Upcoming Training Opportunities 

  

 

Public Employee Retirement  

 May 29, 2024  

 12:00 pm - Rm 212 

 Getting Ready to Retire? 

 Available for walk-ins 9am-4pm  
 

 AND 
 

  May 30, 2024 - Rm 212 

 12:00 pm - Rm 212 

  New Employee PERS Election 

 Available for walk-ins 9am-1pm  

Are you a new employee with Yellowstone  

County, or are you thinking of retirement? 

 

This is a great opportunity to learn and visit with 

Joel Thompson, MPERA Education Specialist.   

 

He will be able to assist you with all your  

questions and help to guide you through the 

choices available for your PERS or SRS retirement 

plans. 

 

Attend a class or just stop in to visit with Joel. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity.  

Next Stop...Retirement 
Valarie Weber is retiring on May 15, 2024 after serving as the Director of Ted 
Lechner Youth Services Center for 28 years. In her time at Youth Services,  
Valarie has been involved with several community agencies, parents, families, 
and staff to work with the youth of Yellowstone County as well as surrounding 
communities.   Val plans to do lots of camping, fishing and travel with her mom 
and family as well as enjoy her hobby of stained glass. She is sent out on these 
journeys with great admiration, pride and gratitude from the many lives she has 
touched during her career.  
 

Congratulations and best wishes on your retirement, Valarie.  
 
 
 
 

 

Roger Bodine is retiring on May 17, 2024.  Roger is a 22+ year member of 
the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.  He began his career as a Detention 
Officer at the Yellowstone County Detention Facility in 1999.  In 2001 he  
began work as a Patrol Deputy.  In his time with the Patrol Division, he has 
been a Field Training Officer and Deputy Coroner.  In January 2011, Roger 
was promoted to a Patrol Sergeant.  In July 2013, he was promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant where he oversaw the Training Division, and the  
Professional Standards Division.  In 2018, Roger was promoted to Detention 
Commander & in 2021 Roger transferred to the Sheriff’s Office Detective 
Division,  where he was assigned to our local High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas Task Force. 
 

Congratulation Roger on your retirement and thank you for your service.   
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The registration form is on the back page of the newsletter.   

Upon registration, a mileage log will be emailed to you next 
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